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Amendments to tbc Specification 

Please amend paragraph 3 as follows: 
[0003] A stent(Is)) is typically delivered to a desired location in a bodily vessel via the 

use of a catheter. The stent, whether balloon-expandable, seJf-expanding or both, is disposed 
about a portion of the catheter and delivered via tortuous vessels to the target region of a vessel. 

Please amend paragraph 11 as follows: 
[0011] The special strut maybe located at one end of the medical device, both ends of the 

medical device strut or between the ends of the medical device. In one embodiment, the special 
strut is located between the middle of the medical device and a location one third of the way 
along the medical device. 



Please amend paragraph 15 as follows: 
[001 5] The strut having the region with the enlarged width may be located at one end of 

the stent, both ends of the medical device strut or between the ends of the stent. In one 
embodiment, the strut having the region with the enlarged width is located between the middle of 
the stent and a location one third of the way along the stent. 

Please amend paragraph 18 as follows: 
[0018] The central strut may be located at one end of the stent or both ends of the medical 

device stRrt. In one embodiment, the central strut is located between the middle of the stent and 
a location one third of the way along the stent. 

Please amend paragraph 26 as follows: 
[0026] In one embodiment, the invention is directed to a medical device such as a stent, 

shown by way of example at 1 00 in Fig. 1 a, comprising a plurality of interconnected struts 1 04. 
Struts 104 are arranged in the form of serpentine bands 108. Adjacent serpentine bands are 
connected to one another via one or more connecting struts 1 12, as shown in Fig. 1 or directly. 
In stents where connecting struts are used, the connecting struts may be straight or have one or 
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more bends. It may be curved in a single region or curved over the entirety thereof. The 
connecting struts may be generally parallel to the longitudinal axis 102 of the stent as shown in 
Fig. la or may be non-paralleJ to the longitudinal axis. The ends of a connecting struts stmt may 
be circumferentjally aligned with one another as shown in Fig. I a or may be circumferentially 
offset from one another. In the case where the serpentine bands are directly connected, portions 
of adjacent bands will abut one another. 

Please amend paragraph 28 as follows: 
[002S] The special strut is more radiopaque in an area bounded by the first and second 

regions than in the remainder of the strut. Radiopaque area 116 allows for easy location of the 
stent via fluoroscopy. As shown in Fig, la, the radiopaque area is circular. The radiopaque 
region may also be provided in other shapes, for example in the form of an oval or any other 
suitable shape. The additional radiopacity may result from a coating or other treatment of the 
radiopaque area or may simply result from the larger surface area of the strut in the radiopaque 
region. Using standard fluoroscopic techniques, stainless steel struts having widths of less than 
0.005 inch are not easily visualized. If the radiopaque region prosont has a width in excess of 
0.005 inch and desirably significantly in excess of 0.005 inch, it will be visible under fluoroscopy 
where the remainder of the strut is not visible. 

Please amend paragraph 29 as follows: 
[0029] In embodiment of the invention shown in Fig. la, the radiopaque area 1 16 is 

sufficiently large that a plurality of stmts 104b-i on either side of the special strut have shapes 
which are curved to complement one another and special strut 104a. The number of 
complementary struts that are necessary will depend on the size of the radiopaque region as well 
as on the width of the struts. As the size of the radiopaque region is increased and the width of 
the struts is decreased, more adjacent struts having complementary shapes will be required. As 
the size of the radiopaque region is decreased and the width of the struts is decreased, fewer 
adjacent struts having complementary shapes will be required. In the embodiment of Fig. la, the 
curvature of the struts adjacent the special strut decreases as the distance from the special strut 
increases. 
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Please amend paragraph 36 as follows: 
[0036] The length of some of the stmts in the serpentine band may differ from the length 

of other of th e struts in the serpentine band, as shown by way of example in Fig. If In the stent 
of Fig. If, first serpentine bands 204, located at both ends of the stent, are connected to second 
serpentine bands 304 which in turn are connected to third serpentine bands 404. First serpentine 
bands 204 are longer than second serpentine bands 304 which are longer than third serpentine 
bands 404. Optionally, as shown in Fig. If; the number of peaks and troughs may differ between 
some of the bands. First serpentine bands 204 have fewer peaks and troughs than second 
serpentine bands 304 which in turn have fewer peaks and troughs than third serpentine bands 
404. The stent of Fig. If has a 3-6-9-9-6-3 pattern. The number of peaks on adjacent serpentine 
bands changes from 3 to 6 to 9 to 9 to 6 to 3. The stent may also be provided in a [[an]] 3-6-9 
pattern so that the number of peaks increases along the length of the stent. Patterns with other 
multiples of a 1-2-3-3-2-1 ratio of peaks are also within the scope of the invention. Bands with 
different numbers of peaks may be of the same total circumferential length or of different total 
circumferential length. 

Please amend paragraph 38 as follows: 
[0038] Fig. If also illustrates another inventive feature, ' feature, nam e ly - that tho The 

regions of enhanced radiopacity may be disposed about the circumference of the stent, most 
desirably between the first and second ends of the stent. In the embodiment of Fig. If, the 
regions of enhanced radiopacity delineate the boundaries of the central region of the stent, the 
stent pattern differing in the central region from the pattern of the ends of the stent. 

Please amend paragraph 46 as follows: 
[0046] hi another embodiment of the invention, the special strut may exhibit enhanced or 

altered Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) visibility in an area bounded by the first and second 
regions than in relative to the remainder of the strut Such a region would allow for easy location 
of the stent via MRI. The region of altered MRI visibility may be circular, as in the case of the 
stent of Figs, la-f, oval or any other suitable shape. The enhancement to the MRI properties of 
the special strut in the desired region may be achieved by applying a contrast agent to the region 
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of the special strut using any of the techniques described above for applying radiopaque material 
to a stent. As an example, gadolinium based contrast agents, for example, Gd-EDTA, as are 
known in the art, may be painted onto the desired region of the special strut. Other MRI contrast 
agents which may prove useful are disclosed in US 6,355,224 and US 6,350,431. The contrast 
agent may also be applied in the form of capsules containing contrast agent as disclosed in US 
6,333,021. 

Please amend paragraph 47 as follows: 
[0047] The stent may have one special strut[[s]] or a plurality of special struts. In the one 

embodiment of the invention, two special struts are provided, one at each end Of the stent. It is 
also within the scope of the invention for a special strut to be provided in any other location of 
the stent. For example, a special strut may be provided in the middle of the stent. In the case 
where the stent has a single special strut, typical locations for the strut include the ends of the 
stent and the middle of the stent. The struts adjacent the special struts have curvatures which 
complement the sides of the special struts. Struts on either side of the special strut have 
opposing curvatures. 

Please amend paragraph 50 as follows: 
[0050] The region of enlarged width may be radiopaque, may have enhanced or altered 

MRI properties or may have altered echographic properties. The region with the enlarged width 
may be on one or both ends of the stent steas and/or in the middle of the stent. 

Please amend paragraph 84 as follows: 
[0084] Further, it is within the scope of the invention for the particular features presented 

in the dependent claims ea» to be combined with each other in other manners [[Jl wi thin thn 
ooopo of th e invention such that the invention should be recognized as also specifically directed 
to other embodiments having any other possible combination of the features of the dependent 
claims. For instance, for purposes of claim publication, For oxomplo, tho invontion is direct e d to 
ombodimontG of th e inv e ntion e ntailing any dependent claim which follows should be t a k e n as 
alternatively writtcn - in - a multiplo dep e ndent form from all prior claimG which poss e ss all 
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ant e cedents r e f e r e nc e d in such - dep e nd e nt claim if such multiple dep e ndent format is on accepted 
format within tho juriGdiotion (o.g. oaoh - claim - d e p e nding dir e ctly from claim 1 should be 



depend e nt claim formats arc restricted, th e following depondont olaimG should e ach b e also tak e n 
as alternatively written in each singly dcpcn 4 cnt - elaim format which creat e s a d e pendency from a 
prior - ant - eocdent possessing olaim othor - ftKtn th e sp e cific claim list e d in such d e p e ndent el&kfl 
below (e.g. olaim 3 maybe talcon ac alternativ e ly d e pend e nt from claim 1, claim 6 maybe token 
as alt e rnativ e ly d e p e nd e nt on any - of claims 2 5; claim 8 may b e tak e n as alt e rnativ e ly d e pend e nt 
on any of claims 1 and 3 7, etc.) . 



alternativ e ly taken as depending from all previous olaimG). 



■In jurisdictions wh e r e multipl e 
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